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Objectives

• Explain Clover Harrold’s death from sepsis
• Describe major takeaways of the experience of losing a 

child to sepsis
• Discuss the Clover Award
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Outline

• Meet Clover.
• Understand sepsis.
• Hear a family’s perspective.
• Honor compassion.



Page 4

Clover’s Story
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Clover Annabel Harrold was born on 6/5/2016 in Charleston, SC. She 
was feisty, curious, and obstinate.  She brought unimaginable joy and 
complete exhaustion to our lives.  She shared her snuggles, big smiles, 
and silent laughs right when they were needed.  Her 9 months of life 
were full of love, learning, new experiences, the beginnings of our new 
future as a family. Clover died on 4/1/2017.
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Pediatric Sepsis
• Surviving Sepsis Campaign International Guidelines for the 

Management of Septic Shock and Sepsis-Associated Organ 
Dysfunction in Children defines septic shock in children as “severe 
infection leading to cardiovascular dysfunction (including hypotension, 
need for treatment with a vasoactive medication, or impaired 
perfusion)”.  They define sepsis-associated organ dysfunction in 
children as “severe infection leading to cardiovascular and/or 
noncardiovascular organ dysfunction.” (Weiss et al., 2020)

• The 2005 International Pediatric Sepsis Consensus Conference defines 
sepsis as “SIRS in the presence of or as a result of suspected or proven 
infection”.  They define severe sepsis as “sepsis plus one of the 
following: cardiovascular organ dysfunction OR acute respiratory 
distress syndrome OR two or more other organ dysfunctions.” 
(Goldstein et al., 2005)
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Sepsis Alliance, 2025

End Sepsis, 2018



Page 8

Who is Clover Annabel Harrold?
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Who is Clover Annabel Harrold?
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It started with a fever. 
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“Wow, she really is cranky, isn’t she?”
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It’s JUST a virus?
Symptoms at doctor’s visit:
• High fever after antipyretics
• Physically uncomfortable
• Difficult to console

Additional symptoms after doctor’s visit before ER visit:
• Lethargy
• No tears/no urine
• Vomiting
• Refusal to drink/eat 
• Pallor
• Not acting herself
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Clover on a typical day Clover before her 1st ER visit
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It’s STILL JUST a virus?
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It’s STILL JUST a virus?: Physical exam
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So many doctors and no answers



Page 17

Second ER visit and admission
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She was fine until she wasn’t
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Decide if she lives or dies
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Timeline from onset of symptoms

Night of 
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Afternoon of 
March 30th 

March 31st 
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0255
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1648

Fever Onset

1st Doctor 
Visit

1st Hospital 
Visit

2nd Hospital 
Visit

Clover’s 
Death

Afternoon of 
March 31st 

Call to 
Pediatrician
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The Aftermath

Overcoming the shock of a child’s unexpected death

Lives changed forever

The what ifs and whys…..

New opportunities



Key 
Takeaways
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em·pa·thy
/ˈempəTHē/
noun
the ability to understand and share the feelings of 
another
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com·mu·ni·ca·tion
/kəˌmyo͞onəˈkāSH(ə)n/
noun
the imparting or exchanging of information or news
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em·pow·er
/imˈpouər/
Verb
to give (someone) the authority or power to do 
something.
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a·ware·ness
/əˈwernəs/
noun
knowledge or perception of a situation or fact



Page 27

lev·er·age
/ˈlev(ə)rij,ˈlēv(ə)rij/
noun
use (something) to maximum advantage
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en·gage·ment
/inˈɡājm(ə)nt,enˈɡājm(ə)nt/
noun
the action of engaging or being engaged.
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grief
/ɡrēf/
Noun
deep sorrow, especially that caused by 
someone's death.



Page 30

con·nec·tion
/kəˈnekSH(ə)n/
noun
a relationship in which a person, thing, or idea is 
linked or associated with something else.
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The Clover Award

Honors healthcare staff. 
Typically, by nomination or selection for those that display excellence 
in sepsis care.  

EXAMPLES:
• Recognizing symptoms of sepsis
• Early or quick identification of sepsis
• Implementing sepsis protocol and/or appropriate treatment 

promptly
• Dedication to sepsis care and/or improving care for sepsis patients
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States that have shown interest in the Clover Award



Page 38

For information about the Clover Award

Allison Daniel
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